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Utterly lacking in political intuition, in sagacity and in sym-
pathy, they never even began to apprehend the real nature of
the problems by which they were confronted, or the character
and prejudices of the people with whom they had to deal.
But even so, had the point at issue been merely political,
there would have been no civil war, and Falkland would not
have died broken-hearted on the field of Newbury.    The
transition from personal to Parliamentary monarchy can
hardly be otherwise than awkward.    But the issues are not
such as to involve the fiercest prejudices or the deepest
passions of mankind.   Had there been no Puritanism in the
Puritan Revolution, had it been possible to isolate the politi-
cal issue, had the Stuart kings been merely champions of
the cause of personal monarchy, the struggle might have
been severe, but the change would have been accomplished
without bloodshed.    It was the attack upon the Church
which raised a party for the King ; and it was the narrow
dogmatism and the naked' intolerance of the Puritan zealots
which converted Falkland into a minister of the Crown.t the registration of an evolutionary
